BLAIR COUNTY HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCIL

MINUTES

January 22, 2010
PRESENT: Dee Martin-Spallone; Don Belsey; Carolyn Beegle; Mahlon Fiscel; Casandra VanNest; Susanna Tomlinson; Peggy Stitt; Catherine Milner; Donna Gority; Kathy Baskin; Machel Drahnak; Krista Etters; Susan Estep; Michelle Zitsch; Dennis Wisor; Sally Lenz; Pamela Davis; Stephani Smithbower; Paula Jo Kenepp; Joe Fagnani; Diana Wallace; Sherri Hack; Maria Brandt; Judy Rosser; Terri Grove
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The meeting was convened by Dee Martin-Spallone, President of the Council.  She welcomed everyone and asked that they introduce themselves.  

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES AND TREASURER’S REPORT
The minutes from November 20th meeting were handed out to those present.  Don Belsey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented with no corrections.  The motion was seconded by Judy Rosser.  Motion carried.  
Machel Drahnak, Treasurer, reviewed financial report with members present. Health and Welfare Council checking account reflects balance of $433.00, due to memberships received.   Money Market account reflects a total balance of $2009.07 in Health and Welfare Council funds and $242.41 in SHIP funds for a total balance of $2251.48.  Susanna Tomlinson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Donna Gority. Motion carried.  
PRESENTATION:
James E. VanZandt VA Medical Center
John Grove, Chief of Social Work of VA Medical Center, shared information with members present related to programs and services offered by the medical center.  Current programs include free clinics held in State College, Johnstown, and Dubois and an outpatient intensive substance use program.  Regarding housing concerns, the VA provides a Homeless Coordinator and contracts for services with 3 emergency shelters and will be expanding the transitional housing program.  Also offers Peer Specialist, 7 PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder) groups, 1 Anger Management group, 1 OCD (Obsessive Compulsive Disorder) group, a Suicide Prevention Coordinator and hotline.
 John also provided an overview of the socialization into the military identity as a soldier and the impacts on the normal range of human reactions.  There are few combat trauma symptoms endorsed following discharge because during processing out, individuals want to return to their families and civilian life.  A positive is that collective conscience of the nation has improved since Vietnam.  Also there are a number of outreach efforts to engage individuals into treatment.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Committee- Dee Martin-Spallone reported that the Grant Revision Committee has been activated to review and refine the details and language of the grant application.  Dee also reported that she has developed a form for interest of topics and presentations at Health and Welfare Council meetings.  

Marketing- Report was provided by Dee in the absence of Sharon McDonald.  Dee reported that meeting notice and related information was provided to wearecentralpa.com, Ilovealtoona.com as well as the Allegheny Mountains Convention and Visitors Bureau in addition to local newspapers.  
Membership-  Terri Grove reported that 64 membership applications have been received to date.  Dee has sent a personal email to members who have yet to renew memberships, and the membership goal continues to be 75 members.  
PCCD Update/Modification Request-  Judy Rosser shared and reviewed report form “PCCD- Problem Solving Court Grant” which has been modified to include unit type and cost per unit with members present.  Judy stated that the Executive Commission has granted approval to extend grant year as indicated in the Modification Request.  
Healthy Community Partnership- Susanna Tomlinson reported that the partnership is going to continue as is until Healthy People 2020 is released.  Additionally Judy Rosser reported that Blair Countians for Drug Free Communities had conducted an extensive campaign for prevention efforts during the holiday season.  Machel Drahnak reported that BREATHE continues to meet despite no funding from the State for this coalition.  

UPDATES

Blair County Board of Assistance-   Carolyn Beegle announced her official retirement to occur in February 2010.   She reported that Blair County has done extremely well to process 7,000 LIHEAP applications in 3 weeks.  The Crisis Program is underway to assist individuals who have received shut-off notices.  The number of individuals who are being rejected for heat assistance is due to the change in eligibility guidelines.  Governor Rendell has authorized supplement of $100 to individuals who have previously received authorization for assistance.  
Blair County Human Services Office- Machel Drahnak provided update on behalf of Cathy Crum.  PA Youth Survey has been completed and submitted and the Office is awaiting the final report.  Donna Gority reported that there has been an additional 13% cut in HSDF (Human Services Development Fund) funding. The previous cut had been internalized by the Office.  The Housing Assistance Program has not received cut and so will continue at the contracted rate.  Donna also reported that the Integrated Children’s Service Plan continues with focus on strengthening information in Help Resource Directory.  
United Way of Blair County-  Susanna Tomlinson provided report on behalf of Robin Beck.  Request for Proposals (RFP) has been released, with training sessions being conducted in relation to completion of RFP.  Susanna reviewed the community outreach programs of Canstruction event being held during the Blair County Home Show at Jaffa Shrine Center March 5-7, 2009; the United Way is partnering with Blair Senior Services and Blair County Community Action Agency to expand the VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) to provide additional tax assistance to individuals under age 60; Annual Trash to Treasure Sale scheduled for Saturday June 5, 2010 at Penn State Altoona; Annual Day of Caring scheduled for Wednesday June 16, 2010.  
AGENCY UPDATES:

Due to time constraints, agency updates may be sent via email to Terri Grove at c.contactaltoona@verizon.net  for dissemination to full membership or an update in hardcopy format may be provided by your agency to the membership at the Council meeting.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 The next meeting will be held on Friday, March 19, 2010.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Terri Grove, Secretary 
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