BLAIR COUNTY HEALTH AND WELFARE COUNCIL

MINUTES

March 19, 2010
PRESENT: Caula Barley, Peggy Campbell, Robert Smith, Sally Lenz, Shawna Hoover, Sherri Hack, Paula Craw, Susan Estep, Robin Walters, Teresa Salome, Donna Gority, Sharon McDonald, Peggy Stitt, Brian Toth, Senator John Eichelberger, Carol Orr, Paula Jo Kenepp, Pamela Davis, Krista Etters, Joseph Fagnani, Susanna Tomlinson, Peg Breckinridge, Robin Beck. Maria Brandt, Don Belsey, Machel Drahnak, Cathy Crum, Dee Martin-Spallone

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The meeting was convened by Dee Martin-Spallone, President of the Council.  She welcomed everyone and asked that they introduce themselves.  

APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES AND TREASURER’S REPORT
Dee explained that our Secretary, Terri Grove, recently had surgery and is still recovering at home.  The minutes from our January meeting were not available for today’s meeting.  They will be tabled until our May meeting.  
Machel Drahnak, Treasurer, reviewed financial report with members present. Health and Welfare Council checking account reflects balance of $583.00.   Money Market account reflects a total balance of $2009.47 in Health and Welfare Council funds and $242.41 in SHIP funds for a total balance of $2251.88.  Machel stated that $4,000 was received from the state health department for the flu campaign.  That amount was then sent to Respiratory Disease Society.  Also, $40,493.80 was received from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) for the Drug and Alcohol grant.  That amount was given to the Drug and Alcohol Office.  There was also a payment made to Gingrich Insurance in the amount of $150 for the PCCD grant surety bond.  Then a $150 payment was received from D&A for reimbursement of the bond payment.  Donna Gority made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Don Belsey. Motion carried.  
PRESENTATION:
Penn State Cooperative Extension
Sharon McDonald, Penn State Extension Educator, shared information with members present related to Ready PA – a special educational project, delivered through Penn State Cooperative Extension and the Pennsylvania Department of Health (PA DOH), to help Pennsylvania’s special populations become better prepared to stay safe and secure during a disaster, or during a pandemic.

With the support of PA DOH, Cooperative Extension is inviting County-based service providers who interact with various groups of individuals identified as Pennsylvania’s special populations to consider becoming a local partner in delivering this program.

All of the educational materials have been developed by Penn State Cooperative Extension, and agency staff will be trained in their use. Extension will work with agencies to provide the materials and resources needed to deliver this information to clients. Extension is also available to deliver the program directly to clients if agencies are not able to do so.

For more information, contact Sharon at 940-5989 or BlairExt@psu.edu.

Sharon answered questions from the members present.  Dee thanked her for the presentation and stated that we will have the information regarding Ready PA posted on the Health and Welfare website.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Committee- Dee Martin-Spallone reported that she sent email letters to our Senators and Representatives informing them of the Health and Welfare Council and inviting them to attend a meeting, and possible join our Council.  She specifically thanked Senator John Eichelberger for attending today’s meeting.

Marketing- Sharon McDonald stated that she will be sending the meeting notice and related information to the Altoona Mirror and also will post it on wearecentralpa.com and Ilovealtoona.com as well as the Allegheny Mountains Convention and Visitors Bureau.  
Membership- Dee reported in the absence of Terri Grove.  Currently, there are 74 members, 11 of those are new members this year.   

PCCD Update/Modification Request- Dee reported in the absence of Judy Rosser.  At our last meeting, Judy was given approval to submit requests to PCCD for the following grant modifications:  (1) extend the grant period form March 31, 2010 to June 30, 2010 and (2) move funds from the Travel Category to Consultation to be used for treatment and audit cost reimbursement.  Dee reported that those modifications have been submitted and approved by PCCD.
Healthy Community Partnership- Cathy Crum attended the most recent Regional SHIP meeting in Harrisburg, where updates from local SHIP’s were given.
Nominating – Dee stated that the Nominating Committee needs to be convened so that a Slate of Officers can be presented to the full Council at our May meeting.  Kathy Ardizzone, Maria Brandt and Pat Savage are members of the Nominating Committee.  Pat has recommended that Sally Lenz replace her on the committee.  Don Belsey made a motion to approve the recommendation that Sally Lenz become a member of the Nominating Committee.  This motion was seconded by Pam Davis.  Motion Carried.
UPDATES

Blair County Board of Assistance-   Robert Smith reported that the LIHEAP Program will be closing on April 2nd.  Individuals who were eligible last year, may not be eligible this year due to more stringent guidelines from the State.  Recipients must have in-writing a statement from fuel dealer for 2009/2010.  

Blair County Human Services Office- Cathy Crum reported that her office is dealing with the ongoing funding cuts from the state.  She also reminded everyone to check their agency page in the Help Directory at www.hso.blairco.org and to contact the office if any changes need to be made.  
United Way of Blair County- Robin Beck shared a handout detailing the activities of United Way.  She also added that prescription discount cards are available.  There’s no cost to participate, and no income limit.  United Way has two different cards available.  

Donna Gority stated that the WISE Women of Blair County Tribute will be held on Tuesday, April 6th.  She gave information on each of the nominees and stated that Maryanne Burger, Director of Children and Youth Services, will be honored in the category of Non-profit or Government.    
AGENCY UPDATES:

Due to time constraints, agency updates may be sent via email to Dee Martin-Spallone at rflower@msn.com for dissemination to full membership or an update in hardcopy format may be provided by your agency to the membership at the Council meeting.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 The next meeting will be held on Friday, May 28, 2010.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Cathy Crum 
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